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Green route
From the Fortress to the Church of our Lady of Loreto

Comune di
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The city of the 20th century
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Tourist information office
Via A. Costa, 23
47034 Forlimpopoli FC
Tel.: + 39 0543 749250
Cell.: +39 337 1180314
turismo@comune.forlimpopoli.fc.it
www.forlimpopolicittartusiana.it

For information
about accommodation facilities
MAF – City Archaeological
Museum “Tobia Aldini”
Piazza A. Fratti, 5
tel. 0543.748071
info@maforlimpopoli.it
www.maforlimpopoli.it
Public library
“Pellegrino Artusi”
Via A. Costa, 27
tel. 0543.749271
biblioteca@comune.forlimpopoli.fc.it

Casa Artusi
Via A. Costa, 27
tel. 0543.743138 – 349.8401818
info@casartusi.it
www.casartusi.it
Movie theatre
“Giuseppe Verdi”
Piazza A. Fratti, 7
tel. 0543.744340
cinemaverdi@cinemaverdi.it
www.cinemaverdi.it

Brown route
From the railway station to Garibaldi square
The route starts from the northern access to the city, that is the railway
station (18) built in 1861 following the arrival of the railway line BolognaRimini. The current building dates to the 1950s, since the original one was
destroyed in 1944 by the retreating German Army. Proceeding towards
South you walk through viale Roma, a sort of French boulevard opened
after 1861 in order to promote the connection between the station and
the city centre. Along its western side, during the 20th century, developed
an important industrial area composed of two factories: ORBAT (17)
(which produced absolute alcohol) and SFIR (which extracted sugar from
sugar beets).
After crossing the intersection with via Duca d’Aosta and via De Gasperi,
you descend along the via Andrea Costa, result of the urban development
consequent to the arrival of the railway station: originally called “progress
road”, it was to represent the new commercial thoroughfare. Proceeding
towards Piazza Garibaldi, you can overlook some of the most important
monuments of the city, such as the Church of St. Peter the Apostle (5).
In Romanesque style, the original church was built in the early 12th
century. Destroyed in 1361 it was immediately rebuilt, but it underwent
an extensive transformation, based on neoclassical taste, between 1823
and 1837 which gave it its current appearance. Restoration work carried
out in 1962 brought to light remains of elegant earthenware tile columns
dating from the ancient Romanesque building and fragments of 15thcentury frescoes on the counter-façade. Outside, the façade is decorated
at the top with small, but elegant, earthenware tile trefoil arches.
The whole block in front of the church is occupied by the complex
composed by the Church of St Anthony Abbot (7) and the Convent

of the Servites which now houses the public library “Pellegrino
Artusi” and the Foundation (6) Casa Artusi itself (Italy’s first centre of
gastronomic culture dedicated to home cooking). The church was built on
an old oratory, annexed to the hospital of the Brotherhood of the Black
Flagellants from the second half of the 15th century on when the Fathers
of the Order of the Servants of Mary settled in the city. The building
underwent significant modification and expansion in the 16th century,
but its current appearance dates from the early 18th century. Inside it
boasts ornate decorative embellishments and elegant, mainly lateBaroque furnishings. Worth noting are the altarpiece of the Annunciation
(1533) by Marco Palmezzano, a student of Melozzo of Forlì, the doors
of the organ depicted by Livio Modigliani in 1576, the cycle of paintings
dedicated to the Mysteries of the Rosary by Forlì-born artist Antonio
Fanzaresi (1735) and the frescoes by Paolo Bacchetti which decorate the
Chapel of the Immaculate Heart (approximately 1870).
Walking down via Costa, you reach Piazza Pompilio which was obtained
when the northern moat was filled in during the second half of the 18th
century in order to house commercial activities. In the 1820s and 30s,
several doors were opened on the external wall of the fortress overlooking
the square and the internal premises allocated for use as shops. In 1861,
a large ice-house was built in one of the fortress rooms adjacent to
these commercial activities, too. Facing onto the square, there are the
Loggia della Beccheria (Butchers’ Loggia) (4), a characteristic building
with portico designed by local architect Giuseppe Tellarini to house
activities for butchering and selling meat, and the Loggia della Misura
(Market loggia) (3), or Foro Annonario, which was immediately seen as a
delightful architectural feature improving the surrounding urban context
with its sober and elegant Tuscan order columns.
The walk ends in Piazza Garibaldi, shaped by a series of interventions
carried out between the late 18th and the early decades of the 19th
century. Originally called “maggiore”, it is built on all sides: to the East
is the strong Rocca Ordelaffa (1); to the North the eighteenth-century
Colombani Palace, to the South the front of the “Fabbrica nuova” (built
between 1797 and 1834, it was the seat of the town hall until 1980s;
now it is owned by a bank) and finally to the West the Clock tower (2).
Before Albornoz’s destruction of the town in 1361 it was the residence
of the ‘Podestà’ (the chief magistrate) of Forlimpopoli. Rebuilt from 1380
onwards, it became the seat of the town hall of Forlimpopoli and retained
this function until 1801. Between 1825 and 1834, the entire façade was
rebuilt on the basis of a plan by local architect Raffaele Briganti and the
clock tower was erected.

Green route
From the Fortress to the Church of our Lady of Loreto
The town’s imposing Rocca (or fortress) is one of the most beautiful and
best-preserved complexes in Romagna. With its imposing profile the
Rocca Ordelaffa (1) dominates the eastern side of Piazza Garibaldi. The
first stronghold, called Salvaterra, was built by the will of Cardinal Egidio
d’Albornoz between 1361 and 1363 on the ruins of the Romanesque
cathedral. During the last decades of the 15th century, when initially
under the control of the lords of Forlì, the Ordelaffi family, and then under
Girolamo Riario and Caterina Sforza, the building underwent an extensive
transformation which led to the current size and appearance. Returned
under the direct control of Pope Julius II in 1505, the fortress was first
ceded to the noble Rangoni family, then to the Zampeschi, who turned
it into a princely residence, and finally to the Florentine Capponi family.
With the arrival of the French in Romagna, in 1797, the complex was
requisitioned and handed to the new municipality of Forlimpopoli.
Today, the Rocca is the seat of the town hall of Forlimpopoli, its
Archaeological Museum (1), a multipurpose cultural centre and the
Giuseppe Verdi cinema and theatre (1). The museum contains precious
artefacts relating to local history. Following a chronological order, the six
rooms document how the town was populated and its transformation
from its earliest history. The rooms also house remains of the early
Romanesque cathedral, dating from the 12th century. Inaugurated in
1830, the Verdi theatre occupies what was once the fortress’s “grand
hall”. As early as 1878 the theatre, initially named in honour of Carlo
Goldoni, was refurbished and extended on a design by Bertinoro-born
architect Giacomo Fabbri. The original structure was replaced by two

orders of balconies supported by slender cast iron columns. Its decoration
was entrusted to local artist Paolo Bacchetti (1848-1886). Inside the
theatre, a commemorative stone recalls the infamous raid by a gang of
bandits, known as the “Banda del Passatore”, on the night of 25 January
1851.
Returning to Piazza Garibaldi, you can take via Saffi, characterized by
many porticoes (10) on the northern side. On the other one, the first
monument to visit is the Church of our Lady of Mount Carmel or Church
of the Carmine (8), built in 1626 to host a small community of Carmelite
Fathers. In the mid-19th century the building underwent extensive
transformation in the neoclassical style that has remained almost
unaltered to the present day. It has a single central nave and boasts an
altarpiece of the Immaculate Conception by Ravenna-born artist Francesco
Longhi (1544-1618) and important decorative embellishments in the
entire presbytery area by local artist Paolo Bacchetti.
Further ahead a little garden opens up onto which the imposing front
of the primary school “E. De Amicis” faces. Built in the 20s of the last
century it occupies part of the ancient cloistered Augustinian nunnery, of
which the front of the church, the bell tower and part of the 16th century
cloister are still extant. In front of the school is a bust celebrating the
young irredentist martyr Guglielmo Oberdan which was created by
Cesena-born sculptor Tullo Golfarelli and unveiled in 1922.
On the other side of via Saffi there is the new convent of St. John the
Baptist (9), where the Augustinian nuns reside from 1910. Inaugurated
in 1923, the new church was constructed in simplified neo-Gothic style,
based on a design by local master mason Giovanni Artusi. The façade has
a delightful majolica lunette of the Baptism of Christ created in 1989 by
Faenza-born artist Goffredo Gaeta.
Turning right into via Artusi you reach the Basilica of St. Rufillus (11),
the first Bishop of the dioceses of Forlimpopoli, who lived in the 4th
century AD and is patron of the town. The oldest construction phase of
the church dates from between the 6th and the 8th-9th centuries AD.
From the 10th century until the second half of the 14th century the abbey
was entrusted to a community of Benedictine monks. The first major
transformation of the church complex probably dates from the second
half of the 15th century. However, it was between 1819 and 1821 that
the abbey was extended and renovated in neoclassical style, based on
a design by Forlì-born architect Luigi Mirri. The front of the church is
characterized by two 16th-century Istrian stone sepulchres dedicated
to the lords of Forlimpopoli, Brunoro I and Brunoro II Zampeschi. It also
houses pieces by Luca Longhi, Francesco Menzocchi, Giuseppe Marchetti
and Paolo Bacchetti. Outside, at the base of the lovely Lombard-style bell
tower (1521) is the walled head of a marble lion dating from the Roman
period. In 1964 the remains of proto-bishop Rufillus, moved to nearby
Forlì in 1361, were returned to the city.
Returned to via Saffi and crossed the insersection with via Baldini and De
Gasperi, where the gate to Forlì stood, you can meet the urban cemetery
which encompassed the 17th century Church of our Lady of Loreto (12)
at the beginning of the 19th century. The church has an octagonal plan
and its façade is defined by a deep pronaos with pointed arches. On top
of the church soars a small, yet elegant wrought iron bell gable. Inside
the church, the side chapels are adorned with 18th-century ancones and
two paintings of Our Lady with Child and St. Philip Neri (on the right) and St.
Margaret of Cortona (on the left), while inside a niche on the main altar is a
statue of our Lady of Loreto.

rhetoric is recognazible in the monumentality of the front facing the via
Emilia, characterized by two floor-to-ceiling porches which are reflected
at the opposite ends of the church. Its interior is neoclassical as testified
by the monumental marble staircase, the vaulted corridors and the
colonnades. The exception is its auditorium, a newly built great hemicycle,
with a flat ceiling crossed by cement- and-glass blocks.
Continuing along via Matteotti towards the city centre, you see the
building complex of the Ex GIL (originally Casa dell’Opera Nazionale
Balilla, now seat of the Liceo delle Scienze Umane “V. Carducci”) (15).
Built in rationalist style between 1934 and 1937 on a project by the
Roman architect Cesare Valle, it is composed by three buildings: the
central one housed a gymnasium, whereas the side ones included the
Presidency, the meeting room, the classrooms, the library and the
dressing rooms. On its front stands the tower, added during construction
by order of Benito Mussolini himself in order to endow the building with
more monumentality. In the 80s of the twentieth century the complex
was enlarged and elevated, so that its original appearance is difficult to
recognize.
Down the road, at the intersection with the road to Selbagnone, stands
the nursery school dedicated to the memory of the engineer Emilio
Rosetti (13) and built between 1917 and 1919 to comply with his will to
set up an infant school. The complex, in eclectic style, is composed of four
buildings: the central one is characterized at the eight of the first floor by
an elegant cornice made of glaze ceramic tiles with Art Nouveau motifs,
the side ones are symmetrical and the fourth building is accessible
from the garden behind. Buildings and garden are surrounded by a fine
wrought iron railing in Liberty style.
A water tower (14) faces on the public garden behind the nursery school.
It was rebuilt in the Second post-war period in a square shape in the place
of the first tower which was constructed in 1938 in a circular shape and
destroyed by the retreating German troops in 1944. The current building
brings back the style typical of the twentieth century and it is graced by a
statue depicting the Liberty by Forlimpopoli born sculptor Mario Bertozzi,
because it was originally conceived also as a monument to the conquered
freedom and in honour of the Fallen during the Second World War.
From here, going down the via Emilia and getting out of the inhabited
centre, you reach the hamlet of Selbagnone by the provincial road 310.
From its inhabited centre a detour road leads to the Spinadello Aqueduct
(20), built by a consortium specifically established in 1928 by the towns
of Forlimpopoli, Lugo, Cotignola and Bertinoro. The final design of the
pumping station was signed in 1932 by engineers R. Colosimo and P.
Bra as a typical example of rationalist architecture, where the function
prevails over the form. During the construction, a small central tower
dominating the main façade was added, with the aim of emphasising
the importance of the building. Very impressive is the three-dimensional
writing “Acquedotto Spinadello” in futurist letters. The aqueduct operated
until 1986; subsequently, the pumping station was abandoned. Between
2012 and 2013, the Municipality of Forlimpopoli restored the building. It
is preserved almost in its original state, with pumps and switchboards
from the post-war period in its interiors. Since the building is immersed
in the natural “park of the meanders” of the Ronco river, it is now used as
a visiting centre.

Yellow route
The Forlimpopoli of the twentieth century
The route starts from the eastern suburbs where the Regia Scuola
Normale (later Teaching Institute and now Hotel School) was. Founded
in 1890 in the premises of the Franciscan Convent adjacent to the 16th
century Church of our Lady of the People (16), it was adapted and
enlarged in the thirties of the 20th century on a project by the engineer
Serughi and his assistants (including the Forlimpopoli born architect
Novaga).
His transformation work took inspiration from the rhetoric of the regime
designed to exalt the places in Romagna where Mussolini was born and
brought up in order to turn them into pilgrimage destinations: the Duce
graduated in 1901 at the Regia Scuola Normale when it was directed
by the brother of the poet Giosue Carducci, Valfredo. Such a celebratory
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